
Tree Swallow
Nesting Boxes

Friends of Greenwich
Point installed four Tree
Swallow nesting boxes within
the dunes near the entrance
to Greenwich Point in early
spring. FOGP volunteers
check the nesting boxes
periodically to be sure only
Tree Swallows take 
up residence in them. The 

bird boxes were made by the students in Peter 
McKenna’s woodwork shop at Greenwich Country 
Day School. They are made with unique dimensions 
to attract certain bird species and discourage others. 
Male Tree Swallows have a bright blue back and a 
dark bill with a white breast. Tree Swallows are 
valuable in controlling the flying insects. In April a 
nesting pair was spotted, and babies were born in 
June.
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Tod and Holly, and Babies!

Immediately after Friends of Greenwich Point 
coordinated with the town to install our first 
Osprey nesting platform at the Point in April, an 
Osprey was spotted sitting on it. A few days later 
a male and female pair began building a nest. 
They laid eggs soon after, and the babies were 
born at the end of June.

Osprey have made a huge comeback in our 
area, but since they build such large nests it’s 
difficult for them to find proper nesting areas, as 
few structures can support them. Osprey tend to 
mate for life. Since our pair of Ospreys were 
successful, they most likely will return year after 
year.

We launched an Osprey naming contest for the 
pair at the beginning of June. With over 150 
entries we narrowed them down and asked our 
membership to help decide. The winning entry by 
Janet Murphey was “Tod and Holly.”

Bird Feeders
FoGP has bird feeders to feed the estimated 260
plus species of birds that migrate through the
Point. This year the birds ate:

5 lbs of mealworms
26 lbs of Safflower seeds
30 suet cakes
66 lbs of Fruit and Nut mix
120 lbs of Black Oil Sunflower seeds
200 lbs of Mixed blend

Dune Tree Plantings Thriving
122 of our 125 Cedar and Pine trees planted last
year in the dunes are surviving so far.



Summer 2020
Photos from Paige Davis, Old Greenwich Photographer

Purple Martins and
Horseshoe Crabs

Friends of Greenwich Point teamed up 
with Sarah Coccaro of the Greenwich 
Conservation Commission to highlight 
two species that call Greenwich 
Point their home in summer: purple 
martins and horseshoe crabs. First, 
Sarah recorded her weekly check of the 
purple martin colony in a video shot by 
student volunteer Grace Usowski. In the 
clip, you can discover more about the 
purple martins' unique coloring, nest 
building, predators and conservation 
efforts and even peek inside the gourd-
shaped nests located near the clambake 
area for a glimpse of their eggs.

In celebration of International Horseshoe 
Crab Day on June 20th, Sarah provided 
a unique opportunity to learn more about 
horseshoe crabs and their benefits to our 
coastal ecosystem. On the shores of the 
Old Greenwich Yacht Club, residents 
joined Sarah to count horseshoe crabs 
and explore more about these fascinating 
living fossils in our backyard. Check out 
the Crab Q&A plus the videos on our 
website. friendsofgreenwichpoint.org

What’s Your POINT?
It is no surprise that the Friends of Greenwich Point love the 
Point. As our mission is to preserve and protect Greenwich 
Point’s unique, irreplaceable habitat, we sponsor activities, 
programs and projects year-round that encourage safe, 
sustainable recreation there. However, when the Point was 
closed due to COVID-19, we were all deeply missing our 
favorite spot, and for many different reasons. It was a 
reminder of how much we love this special place. And so, it 
got us thinking that we would love to hear from others about 
“What’s Your Point?” – please share a photo and details 
with us about what Greenwich Point means to you. We will 
compile and share what’s sent to us on our website for 
everyone to enjoy. Feel free to email us photos and “What’s 
Your Point?” to info@friendsofgreenwichpoint.org or you can 
tag or message us on our Facebook and Instagram accounts.
#friendsofgreenwichpoint #whatsyourgreenwichpoint

It’s where I go to listen to the wind and the water 

instead of I-95. It’s where I go to watch sea birds and 
sailboats rather than commuter trains. Whatever the 

season, whatever the weather, Greenwich Point is my 

place for quiet, peace, and re-creation. My beach pass is 

as important as my driver's license.

- Paul Barbian
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Rare Killdeer 

This Spring, Mike Marks, Facility Foreman of 
Greenwich Point, discovered two killdeer nests on 
the walking paths near the water. He immediately 
cordoned off the area to protect the nests. Killdeer 
are not endangered; however, like all migratory 
birds, they are protected and cannot be harmed.

Killdeer get their name from the shrill “kill-deer” call. 
They are ground nesters and do not build a nest per 
se but typically lay four eggs in a hollow on the 
ground. The incubation period is usually 24 days. 
Since the speckled eggs look like stones they are 
camouflaged in plain sight. One pair had a 
successful hatch. The other pair sat on the nest 
patiently for over 60 days being carefully supervised 
by park staff and finally abandoned their nest. 
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Working with the Town of 
Greenwich to Get Rid of 

Invasive Plants
Friends of Greenwich Point has coordinated with the 
Divisions of Parks and Trees, the Greenwich Tree 
Conservancy, Audubon Greenwich and Wild Wings, as 
well as other knowledgeable community members to 
develop a conservation plan for areas of the Point. Our 
plan targets select areas to control and remove non-
native invasive plants and to restore the habitat by 
planting native trees and shrubs. Non-native invasive 
plants out compete our native species preventing them 
from growing. It will take a major effort to clear the 
selected areas of the Point. By continued mowing and 
maintenance and planting new trees to shade out the 
unwanted plants, we hope to succeed. The non-native 
invasive species that we are targeting include Mile a 
Minute Weed, Japanese Knotweed, Asiatic 
Bittersweet, Porcelainberry and Mugwort.

Hackberry Trees Planted

In memory of Nicole Olry de Labry Waterman, her 
friends and family have donated funds to FoGP, who 
purchased 3 Hackberry Trees in Nicole’s honor. 
Hackberry Trees provide berries for many creatures 
and are said to be tolerant of a salty environment. 
They are planted by benches to grow and provide 
shade for many to rest and relax. According to her 
daughters, Nicole thought of the point as her 
heaven. We thank the family and friends for such a 
generous donation that will be enjoyed by all.

Vine tangles near the Big Rock before

Vine tangles near the Big Rock after



Join the Friends of 
Greenwich Point!

Your membership supports:

• Habitat Restoration
• Invasive Plant Removal
• Traffic-free Sundays
• Nature Education
• Summer Concert Series 
• Winter Bird Feeding
• Quarterly Newsletter
• Signage Enhancement
• Holly Grove Improvement
• Umbrella Replacement
• Defibrillator Installation 

Please help preserve and 
enhance the beauty and 

enjoyment of 
Greenwich Point!

You can also join on our website, 
www.friendsofgreenwichpoint.org
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Membership Form
Become a member of The Friends of Greenwich Point and join us in 
preserving and protecting Greenwich Point and promoting safe recreation. 
Please make your tax-deductible check payable to: Friends of Greenwich Point 
and mail to P.O. Box 711, Old Greenwich, CT 06870. Or you can use PayPal –
www.friendsofgreenwichpoint.org - membership section.

Annual Family Memberships

$25…………………………  TERN

$50…………………………  GOLDENEYE

$100…………………...…..   OSPREY

$250…………………..……  EAGLE

Name_______________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________ 

Email _______________________________________________________

Friends ofGreenwich Point  
P.O. Box 711
Old Greenwich, CT 06870

www.FriendsofGreenwichPoint.org

@ friendsofgreenwichpoint

http://www.friendsofgreenwichpoint.org/
http://www.friendsofgreenwichpoint.org/

