
Invasive Vine Cutting

The Point is overgrown with many invasive vines 
hanging on the trees and shrubs, shading out the 
light and killing many of our native woodland 
plants. We organized a vine-cutting workday in 
November but it was canceled the first time due to a 
huge storm, and a second time due to increased 
COVID rates in town. We were moved by the 
numbers of volunteers willing to step up to help 
save our precious area. As soon as things calm 
down, we will try again.

Meanwhile, we have gone out with a small 
volunteer group to start the cutting. We hope to 
continue our traditional Holly Grove Clean-up with a 
full complement of volunteers in March.
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Dune Grass Planting
FoGP purchased 10,000 American Beachgrass plants 
from Cape Cod Organic Farm, and planted them this 
past Halloween in the dunes bordering the beach 
area. Davies Peck, a local Boy Scout from Troop 5 
working toward his Eagle Scout project, organized 
approximately 40 hardy volunteers, including young 
Scouts, Eagle Scouts, their families, and friends, to 
plant the grass in these unvegetated areas. The 
planting was expected to take longer to complete, but 
with many hands the work was completed in four hours 
on a beautiful chilly Saturday.

Sand dunes protect land from eroding during coastal 
storms. Beachgrass has a long root system that holds 
the dunes' sand in place. Once established, the grass 
should fortify the dunes by trapping and depositing 
wind-blown sands. 

FoGP also planted 125 Red Cedar and Pitch Pine trees 
along the roadside of these dunes two years ago for 
wildlife habitat and dune preservation purposes. These 
evergreen plantings are doing well, and many can be 
seen marked with pink tape behind the dunes.

Thank You!
At the Point we work very closely with the Town of 
Greenwich as well as the Greenwich Tree 
Conservancy, and we want to thank them for all of 
their hard work. We would also like to thank the other 
local businesses we work with - IN Greenwich, 
Ace Hardware/Feinsods, Coldwell Banker Realty, 
Alpha Graphics, Habitat Greenwich, Housewarmings, 
Garden Catering and Action Letter. Their support is 
greatly appreciated.

Dog Leashing
Please continue to leash your dogs for the protection of 
our creatures struggling to survive the winter months 
and for your dogs’ protection from possible aggressive 
or sick raccoons or coyotes.



First Sunday Bird Walks
February 7, March 7, April 4 and May 2

9 - 11:30 am

The First Sunday Bird Walks attract good attendance 
from observers of all ages. To date, participants have 
sighted 32 species of land and water birds, including 
clear views of the winter favorite, the Long-tailed 
Duck. Bring binoculars and meet at the flagpole by 
the main concession stand. The walks are free.

Bird Feeders
The bird feeders in the Holly Grove area have seen 
more activity this year than last. Our volunteers are 
doing a great job with the daily fillings. During and 
after snow storms it is very important to help our 
feathered friends, as their natural food sources are 
not readily accessible. 
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Photos from Paige Davis, Old Greenwich Photographer

New Native Plantings
FoGP recently purchased a variety of native trees and 
shrubs and, with the Town’s Parks and Trees Division, 
has planted them in many of the newly cleared areas 
around the Point. By aggressively mowing invasive 
species and planting native ones, we hope to 
progressively shade out invasive growth and allow the 
native species to provide improved food and shelter for 
birds and other animals.

To this end, the Holly Grove received 8 new Holly  
trees after the clean-up in October, with an additional 6 
in November. Several White Pines were also planted 
in the Holly Grove, as well as around the park, totaling 
25 Pines in all. In addition, nine new Persimmon
trees, known for their fruit and salt tolerance, and 
multiple Buttonbush, Bayberry, Laurel and Winter-
berry Holly shrubs were planted throughout the park.

Support FoGP With Amazon
FoGP is incredibly grateful for all its members' dona-
tions through the years, and we hope that the entire 
community has been able to enjoy our offerings, from 
folk concerts and live animal presentations to bird 
walks and traffic-free Sundays. Now, we're pleased to 
announce that it's even easier than ever to donate, 
through Amazon.Smile. Go to smile.amazon.com and 
select Friends of Greenwich Point. There’s no cost to 
you, and Amazon donates 0.5% of your eligible 
purchases to FoGP. We use those donations to help 
support our many programs and projects. For more 
information on the AmazonSmile program, see
Amazon: About AmazonSmile.
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New Oak Tree Grove
In the summer of 2019, Youth Conservation 
Program teenagers tirelessly cleared the invasive 
Mugwort from a plot near the parking lot on the 
southwestern side of the Point. Afterwards, the area 
was intensely mowed for a year to curtail invasive 
growth, and we were able to plant a little grove of 8 
Oak trees with the help of donations made in 
memory of Harry Leigh, who enjoyed the Point 
tremendously. As these Oaks grow, they will 
increasingly shade the area and further discourage 
Mugwort growth, while providing abundant food for 
many animals, especially warblers during their 
spring migration north. Thank you to the Leigh 
family and friends for their generous donations, and 
we look forward to the Oak Grove thriving and being 
enjoyed by all.

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001tnjtspTs7TOlLjkHj_kqVn80ktL2h0r9HrB5gQj-bm3lugtSKrlWRmLEmhlndZ5IBlCka5MQbkxwfiXKW_tW8w9msZ71fTTvHhRkWY2_XpN2WCRwYYLmhMNRd5opnF1IQIpXx0qpygcPbibs6mR5dw%3D%3D%26c%3D-SAohTvyU_WK9f5g3N73n4GNqQaGKjxi6mdI2Mipx7F9-6C4hxGUPg%3D%3D%26ch%3DzpwHiKkQg0Nr8PhyOWWN9fbGxbxGSHC95hjwbWyCIcwvJsVObEfncQ%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cjane.kuesel%40thomsonreuters.com%7C15252e8fd7604b5e012108d8ba847278%7C62ccb8646a1a4b5d8e1c397dec1a8258%7C0%7C0%7C637464425325596693%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=3c5LWxISMngEfws2g3RbipakQdTnxhvM9FUfivDZYYQ%3D&reserved=0
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_aas_redirect?ie=UTF8&ref_=smi_se_ft_abt_saas


Safe Roads Sundays Open Until April 11th

Winter 2021
Employee Appreciation 

The Friends of Greenwich Point once again recognized 
a large group of Town of Greenwich employees to thank 
them for their ongoing assistance over the past year. On 
December 5th, gift bags were delivered to over 30 
Greenwich Parks Department workers. These 
employees have been very helpful to the FoGP in 
executing their many mandates to beautify and protect 
the wildlife and landscape at Greenwich Point. FoGP is 
thankful to our community partners, Sound Beach Pizza 
and Gardening Catering, who have helped with past 
employee appreciation luncheons. FoGP had planned 
to honor the employees with their traditional 
holiday luncheon at the Innis Arden Cottage, but had to 
cancel those plans due to Covid 19. The Friends are 
looking forward to resuming the luncheon in 2021!

Causeway Construction

The causeway at the Point that provides access 
across Eagle Pond and the Cove has been 
undermined over time by wave action from storms. 
This wall has deteriorated to the point of needing 
repair before becoming unsafe for access. The Town 
has taken this opportunity of reduced traffic during the 
winter months to improve the north side of the road 
by refortifying the outer edges. The southern cove 
side will be addressed at a later date. While the 
crews are working, the causeway will be closed to 
vehicular and pedestrian traffic. A sign will be posted 
on the road just before the Holly Grove and at the 
front gatehouse to alert everyone to this closure. 
Although the site work is moving along at a steady 
pace, its completion date is undetermined, as many 
factors come into play. The Town asks for your 
continued patience at this time.

Thanks to membership donations, FoGP is pleased to continue 
offering its popular Safe Roads Sundays from 9am - 12:30pm 
this winter until April 11. FoGP implements Safe Roads by 
hiring a town employee to restrict vehicle traffic on the road 
around the park, providing bikers, joggers, walkers and other 
visitors open access to the loop road for Sunday morning 
recreation. The program has become especially popular with 
young families and those with strollers, but offers an enjoyable 
and picturesque passage for everyone. We have an average of 
425 daily residents using it this year. Please note that, although 
the road remains primarily traffic free, authorized vehicles may 
occasionally require access and will be instructed to proceed 
with extreme caution. Enjoy!



Join the Friends of 
Greenwich Point!

This year your membership 
will support:

• Habitat Restoration
• Dune Planting
• Tree and Shrub Planting
• Traffic Free Sundays
• Nature Education
• Summer Concert Series 
• Winter Bird Feeding
• Quarterly Newsletter
• Holly Grove Improvement
• Osprey Platforms

Please help preserve and 
enhance the beauty and 

enjoyment of 
Greenwich Point!

You can also join on our website, 
www.friendsofgreenwichpoint.org
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Membership Form
Become a member of The Friends of Greenwich Point and join us in 
preserving and protecting Greenwich Point and promoting safe recreation. 
Please make your tax-deductible check payable to: Friends of Greenwich Point 
and mail to P.O. Box 711, Old Greenwich, CT 06870. Or you can use PayPal –
www.friendsofgreenwichpoint.org - membership section.

Annual Family Memberships

$25…………………………  TERN

$50…………………………  GOLDENEYE

$100…………………...…..   OSPREY

$250…………………..……  EAGLE

Name_______________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________ 

Email _______________________________________________________

Friends ofGreenwich Point  
P.O. Box 711
Old Greenwich, CT 06870

www.FriendsofGreenwichPoint.org

@ friendsofgreenwichpoint

http://www.friendsofgreenwichpoint.org/
http://www.friendsofgreenwichpoint.org/

